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by the saga of his escape, that fortunate young
man succeeded in displacing Mr. Runciman by a
small majority as junior member for Oldham, though
even his new popularity failed to exceed the local
influence of Mr. Emmott But the seat was won.
It rained congratulations. Lord Salisbury tele-
graphed ; Mr. Balfour ordered him to cancel an
engagement and speak with him in Cheshire. He
was already speaking when the young member
walked on to the platform; the whole meeting rose
and cheered; and then his leader introduced the
victorious recruit. After that he was off to Bir-
mingham at Mr. Chamberlain's request; and three
Midland meetings, a special train, cheers everywhere,
and the sunshine of his formidable leader's smile
were a delirious initiation in political success.

But success alone is not self-supporting. Members
of Parliament were unpaid in 1900, and Winston
Churchill had to live. His books and journalism
had brought in something; and he proposed to
supplement it with a lecture tour. His pen was not
so active, though he had made two small volumes
out of his war correspondence from South Africa.
But ^London to *Ladysmith via Pretoria and Ian Hamilton's
Mawh were not to be expanded into a comprehensive
work upon the war. For he preferred to earn a
living with his lectures. In that distant age the
lecture platform in Great Britain was neither un-
dignified nor underpaid. Personages of real eminence
took the chair (Lord Wolseley was his first chairman),
while the magic lantern lent its modest aid* The
staple of his lecture was, of course, the hairbreadth